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	 Speaking on behalf of all the officers at Post 
166, I truly hope that everyone had a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. Joann and I did as 
you can see from the jolly photo on this page tak-
en by Bonnie Strawbridge at the Auxiliary Christ-
mas Party, just one of the many celebrations and

and watch all the fancy cars riding up and down 
Coastal Highway. 
	 November started with Army beating my Air 
Force team in football. (The cadets continued to
show their football prowess by next beating Navy).
	 Veterans Day was a huge success, not only here

A festive Tom and Joann Wengert at the Auxiliary 
Christmas Party

at the Post but also at the 
Worcester County Veterans Me-
morial. I’d like to thank Bob Paul 
for again organizing a great Vet-
erans Day program. The hall was 
packed, and everyone enjoyed 
the light fair that was presented 
after the ceremony. Then came 
Thanksgiving and “Kudos” to 
our to our kitchen staff for put-
ting out a fabulous Thanksgiv-
ing day dinner. We heard noth-
ing but great reviews about the 
food and the camaraderie from 
everyone who attended.
	 December began with our 
Trim the Tree party, where we 
decorated our Christmas Tree 
with Military ornaments from 
our six branches of service. The 
following week we packed box-
es for Support the Troops with

Operation We Care. We also had a little spread of 
food served on Christmas Eve for all to enjoy. Then, 
of course, it was our annual New Year’s Eve party 
where everyone brought a dish to share, and the 
celebratory toast was with champagne for all. I 
have no problem saying everyone had a blast (even 
though I am writing this beforehand because of our 
publishing deadline).
	 Esteemed members of the American Legion, 
as we stand on the threshold of a new year, let us 
reflect on the rich legacy of service, camaraderie, 
and patriotism that defines our organization. In the
Continued on Page 3

Synepuxent ObserverSynepuxent Observer

events at the Post this season. 
Hopefully, all of you were able 
to be with family and friends 
throughout the joyous sea-
son, and that it ended with you 
healthy, wealthier, and wiser.
	 As you have probably no-
ticed when you came to the Post 
in January, we have begun ran-
domly checking membership 
cards at the front door. If you 
have not renewed your dues for 
2024, I suggest that you do so 
immediately, otherwise we will 
have to refuse you entry.
	 Now to bring you up to date 
about our biggest project for 
2023. When visiting the Post 
in 2023, you saw the work pro-
gressing on our rooftop Tiki Bar. 
It was hard to miss and of course 
you know it is not yet opened. As 
with every major construction project, there were 
the inevitable delays. The last and final of these 
were missing components needed to complete the 
elevator But now, as I write this in December, I have 
been told to expect our occupancy before the end 
of the month. LOL. 
	 Let’s look back a little to the last three months. 
October was pretty busy at the Post with the Endless 
Summer Cruising at the beginning of the month and 
Sunfest at the end. We also had a great Halloween
Party again, and you’ll see photos of that in this issue
of the Synepuxent Post. This year, 2024, it will be re-
ally nice to be able to sit on our rooftop bar and patio
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From the Editor

Ed Pinto
Editor

	 Now, think back to all the special events at 
our Post this year, from Memorial Day to Veterans 
Day, with the First Responders awards presenta-
tion in between, and including others like the Four 
Chap-lains Service in February, and so many more-
throughout the year. Give another round of applause 
to 2nd Vice Commander Bob Paul, who is the princi-
pal organizer of our events in addition to his House 
Committee responsibilities. Bob works tirelessly to 
improve the program of every event over how it was 
held the previous year. Our large turnouts show he 
succeeds.
	 There are three other individuals I would like to 
thank. They are Boy Scouts from our Troop 261 who, 
when I asked for help, stepped up to photograph 
our Veterans Day participation at the Veterans Me-
morial and at the Post. Parker Gill, Kasch Johnson, 
and Jonathan Smith, never having done this before, 
did an outstanding job that you will see in the photo 
spread in this newsletter. 
	 Thanks also to Jesse Parsons. In this issue espe-
cially there are dozens of photographs that she has 
taken to help me make the Synepuxent Post the best 
Legion newsletter in the state for Posts our size. Jes-
se does so much more, as a member of the Auxiliary 
and advisor to the Auxiliary Juniors.
	 One of the problems with writing a column like 
this is that I am positive I will ruffle feathers by not 
naming so many others, officers to members, in-
cluding members of SAL, the Riders, and our always 
hard-working Auxiliary. But there’s just so much 
room, so forgive me in advance. You know who you 
are, more importantly, our members know who you 
are. 
	 Here’s my hope for the joyous season just passed: 
that when they saw you at the Post, they gave all of 
you a heartfelt Thank You For Your Service, for all 
you have done for all of us at Post 166.

						      Ed Pinto
						      Editor

	 I like this time of year. It’s a time 
to reflect on all that has gone be-
fore, and to give thanks to all who 
have helped this Post throughout 
the year. There’s just not enough 
space to extend my thanks and to 
mention all the people who have 
gone the extra miles to make Post 
166  the best that it is, but I’ll give 
it a go.
	 Let me start with Commander 
Tom Wengert. His leadership has
 resulted in a huge increase in our membership. His 

vision for the future is apparent when you look up as 
you approach the building. You can’t miss the new 
rooftop patio/bar. That new construction doesn’t 
happen without leadership and vision. Neither does 
the extensive remodeling of the new bar. Have you 
been in there yet to appreciate how modern, bright-
ly lit, and beautifully designed it is?
	 So my first thanks goes to Tom, and to his wife 
Joann, who is at the Post with him day and night, with 
loving support.  
	 Then there’s the House Committee. From the 
management and oversight of the construction of 
the rooftop patio/bar, to the bar remodeling, start-
ing with the financing and ending with the day-to-
day oversight that it took to complete both projects, 
none of it happens without the House Committee. 
Thank you George Barstis, Phil Ludlam, Bob Paul, 
Harry Rey, and Charles Spaziani.
	 As the year came to an end work in the Post con-
tinued, with Harry Rey and Executive Committee 
member Bob Broderick up to their elbows in emer-
gency repairs. A water line had broken and severe-
ly damaged our floor and wall in a storage room ad-
jacent to the kitchen. As they have done with repairs 
all year, these two got to work and in two days all 
was good again. 

The American Legion Family was at Sunfest selling beer to raise money for donations to charities.
	 In the photo with the four guys are Chuck Schaub and Don Coffin of the First State Detachment, and 
Legionnaires John McConnell, Phil Ludlum. On another shift were Paul Hawkins, Alicia Muir, Ray Kudobeck, 
and Tina Preziotti
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From the Adjutant

John Bussard
Adjutant

ALERT: If Your American 
Legion Membership Card 
Says 2024 You May Ignore 
the Rest of This Paragraph.
	 If your membership card has 
a 2023 date or older your Legion 
membership is either expired or 
about to become delinquent. ID 
cards for 2023 became delinquent

as of December 31, 2023, and expire on January 
30, 2024. Come on, guys and gals. Step up. It’s time 
to renew your membership.
	 At the time I wrote this column, we had 257 ac-
tive members from 2023 who had not renewed their 
membership. Our 2024 membership goal is 940, 
and we needed 138 additional members to renew 
or join to reach that goal. At this point we have over 
100 new members who have join or transferred to 
the post since July 1.
	 The Commander of the Eastern Shore Region 
(ESR), of which we are members, has challenged 
each of the region’s posts to reach 100 percent of re-
newals by March 13. For us that means we need 138 
members to reach 940 members before that date. If 
each of the 257 active 2023 members who have not 
renewed did so, we would have a total membership 
of 1,059. At that number we would be classified as 
a Post with over 1,001 members, with just two other 
Maryland Posts.
	 Be the One – Do your Buddy Checks! 
	 Here’s a renewal incentive. National has an-
nounced that the membership fee will be increas-
ing as of July 1, 2024. At the same time it was an-
nounced that members will be able to renew online 
with a credit card for three consecutive years. If our 
2023 members who have not renewed do so before 
June 30,  their first three years of annual dues will be 
charged at the current rate for Post 166 of $35 a year. 
After that renewals will be charged at the new an-
nual dues rate. The Legion also offers a Paid Up For 
Life membership plan: one fee based on your age at 
whatever the current membership dues amount is.

New Members to Post 166
September, October & November

Thomas Benson............................................ Navy
Rudolph Brevard..........................................Army
William Budzynski.......................................Army
Richard Burke..........................................Marines
Stephen Cella..........................................Marines
James Clark.................................................. Navy
Kenneth Coalson..........................................Army
Peter Devall......................................Coast Guard
Roy Emmert.................................................Army
Diana Harvell......................................... Air Force
Frank Krainaker...........................................Army
David Little...................................................Army
Ronald Miller...............................................Army
Richard Pabon..............................................Army
Jovietea Partsch............................................Army
Jerry Rinder.............................................Marines
Brian Schmalhofer........................................ Navy
William Smith....................................Coast Guard
Michael Varone............................................Army
Charles Ward...............................................Army

NEW MEMBERS

TRANSFER
Transfers to Post 166

September, October & November
Curtis Borisevic...................................... Air Force
Morton Brown...............................................Army
Will Gee II....................................................Army
Edwin Goodman..........................................Army
Kenneth Hidenfelter.....................................Army
Melvin Jones................................................ Navy
Joseph Kundrat.........................................Marines
Kevin Mull....................................................Army
Gerald Quinn...............................................Army
David Riley...................................................Army
Thoms Scafone............................................. Navy
Robert Semple....................................... Air Force
Alfred Soto...............................................Marines
Stephanie Watson................................... Air Force
Robert Wormer............................................ Navy

Tom Wengert,
Commander, Post #166

Commander Continued from Page 1
coming year, let us reaffirm our commitment to supporting veterans, their families, and our local communi-
ties. Together, we shall continue advocating for the rights of those who have served and fostering a sense of 
unity among our fellow citizens. As we embark on this journey, let our endeavors be guided by the principles 
of honor, duty, and unwavering dedication. May the American Legion thrive as a beacon of support, a bas-
tion of advocacy, and a source of inspiration for all who believe in the strength of service and the enduring 
spirit of patriotism. Heres to a year filled with meaningful endeavors and the continued pursuit of our noble 
mission. Thank you.
	 May God bless you and keep you safe and may God Bless America.
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Tom Ottenwaelder
Service Officer

From the Service Officer

Tom Ottenwaelder,
Service Officer

computer hygiene by deleting unwanted files, old 
emails and your internet browser history.
	 While we are at it, “life planning” includes end 
of life planning (morbid topic for such a fun new 
year, I know). Make sure you have all your wishes 
and valuable information prepared for a smooth 
transition for your family. This may include having 
all your important documents in a file, like DD214, 
legal certificate and lists of financial accounts with 
passwords; identifying the calls to make, like DAFS 
and DEERS; and listing of benefits you discovered 
from the VA website. 
	 The American Legion has information that 
can help with all this life planning. You can find it 
at www.legion.org/plannedgiving/259488/import-
ant-life-decisions. 
	 So, as we eagerly bid farewell to 2023, let’s 
raise a glass (or a mug of coffee because it’s been 
that kind of year) to resilience, laughter, and the 
hope that 2024 comes with an instruction manual 
or, at the very least, a GPS to find the remote we 
lost somewhere in the couch cushions. May your 
new year be filled with joy, laughter, and the ability 
to follow through on three new year resolutions. 

	 I hope you all had a joyful 
holiday season and are look-
ing forward to a great new year 
in 2024. This is the time of year 
when most of us make New Year 
resolutions and promises to our-
selves to eat healthy, exercise 
more and finally lose those ten 
extra pounds.  But if you are like 
me, you’ll just forget about all 
that stuff and go devour some 
Bang Bang Shrimp and leftover 
holiday cookies at the Post.

	 Or maybe you want to be a better person and 
start off the new year in a positive direction. Here 
are three resolutions you can make for 2024 that 
are guaranteed to improve your new year.

1) Volunteer! Last year we started a program to 
help some of our local veterans with everyday 
tasks that can be difficult for them do because of 
disability or other limitations. Some of these tasks 
included simple things like raking leaves, moving 
furniture, changing smoke detector batteries, and 
providing rides to doctor appointments. We are 
looking for volunteers to help with this assistance 
as our efforts grow. Please reach out to the Post 166 
Service Officer or Chaplin if you or your group of 
friends would like to help a veteran and/or their 
family this year. 

2) Check in with the VA! Checking in with the 
VA isn’t always easy or a pleasant way to start 
the new year, but hear me out. The VA has many 
new programs that can support veterans and their 
families, and you or the veteran in your life may 
have changed over the last year. Simply visiting the 
VA website at www.va.gov/ and reviewing what’s 
changed may help connect you with services you 
were unaware of. Also, VA Disability compensation 
rates have also increased for 2024. You can check 
the new rates out by visiting www.va.gov/disabil-
ity/compensation-rates/veteran-rates/. Last but not 
least, if you have a service-connected disability, 
make an appointment with the VA to have it looked 
at. You could see a rating increase if your situation 
has changed since you last visit.  

3) Life Planning! Take some time to organize your 
life by updating your online passwords; renewing 
your valuable memberships, like the American Le-
gion, and deleting the less valuable ones, like the 
Jerky of the Month Club; and practice some good

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bob Broderick • Ben Dawson • Phil Ludlam

Harry Rey • Charles Spazian
George “Bo” Spicer

OFFICE 	 NAME 
Commander 	 Tom Wengert
1st Vice Commander 	 Bruce Capecci
2nd Vice Commander 	 Bob Paul 
Adjutant 	 John Bussard
Judge Advocate	 Don Coffin
Service Officer 	 Tom Ottenwaelder
Finance Officer 	 George Barstis
Historian	 Ed Pinto
Chaplain 	 Dave Kline
Sgt-at-Arms 	 Bob Gilmore 

H

POST OFFICERS
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September, October & November

POST 166

4 Steps Therapeutic Riding	 $ 1,000

Atlantic General Hospital	 $20,000

Atlantic United Methodist Church	 $ 1,000

Believe in Tomorrow	 $ 1,000

Bless Our Children	 $ 1,000

Boy Scout Troop 261	 $ 6,000

Catholic Charities Seaton House	 $ 2,000

Cedar Chapel School	 $ 1,000

Coastal Hospice	 $ 1,000

Coastal Lacrosse Academy	 $ 1,500

CPO Assoc. Baltimore Area Chapter	$ 1,000

Diakonia	 $ 1,500

East Sussex Moose Lodge	 $ 1,000

Elks	 $ 1,040

Habitat for Humanity Wor. Cty	 $ 1,000

Henry Hotel Foundation	 $1,000

Joan Jenkins Foundation	 $ 1,000

Marlin Club Crew Scholarship Fund	$    900

Marshall Legacy Institute	 $    500

Nat’l Association of Black Veterans	 $ 1,000

OC Senior Bowling League	 $    450

OC Baptist Church	 $ 1,000

OC Development Corporation	 $ 1,500

OC Recreation and Parks	 $ 2,000

Puttin For a Cause	 $ 1,000

Scholarships	 $ 2,000

Semper Fi Fund	 $ 1,000

St. Jude Children Research Hospital	 $    500

Wicomico County  JROTC Program	 $ 1,500

Worcester Co. Development Corp	 $ 2,000

Worcester Co. Veterans Memorial	 $ 1,020

Worcester Technical School	 $ 1,000

Wreaths Across America	 $ 2,020

DONATIONS

AUXILIARY

Operation We Care	 $    500

Sam Wiley	 $ 1,000

Worcester Co. Veterans Memorial	 $    500

Wreaths Across America	 $    510

POST 166 RIDERS

Coastal Trust	 $       15

Berlin Baptist Church	 $    500

Puttin for a Cause	 $ 1,000

Sam Wiley	 $ 2,000

Worcester Co. Veterans Memorial	 $    500

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Assateague Coastal Times	 $ 1,500

Sam Wiley	 $ 2,000

Worcester Co.Veterans Memorial	 $    500

Usually it's the Legion and Auxiliary making 
donations. In November Ocean Downs Casino 
gave the Post $1,060 to be used for 
contributions. Auxiliary members President 
Marti Marron and Penny Mathews received 
the check.

H HH

H
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	 In June, Sam was diagnosed with stage 5 kidney 
disease and is going through the process to be list-
ed for a kidney transplant. That’s the first thing he 
needs, so if you are interested in being tested to see 
if you are a match for a kidney donation, and would 
like to donate a kidney on Sam’s behalf, or just want 
to get more facts about kidney disease and living 
donations, you can get information at: 
www.kidneyregistry.org and www.unos.org.
	 In addition he needs financial help and some 
of his friends have started a gofundme page: 
www.gofundme.com/f/friends-of-Sam. Just copy the 
link and paste it in your browser. Already some of 
our Post Family who knew about Sam’s plight have 
stepped up. The Auxiliary, Riders, and SAL have 
made donations, as have individuals. But more is 
needed to ease Sam’s financial burden by helping 
him with daily living and medical expenses, and to 
set some aside some funds for his recovery once he 
receives his transplant.
	 As our Steward, Sam was always there someone 
needed help, but he isn’t one to ask for help when 
he needs it. 
	 Because of his chronic kidney disease  Sam 
has to take some time off from work. He often 
gets debilitating gout attacks that leave him bed 
ridden. He is also experiences chronic fatigue 
and must rest frequently. Sam is doing his best to 
navigate thischronic disease, dealing with nu-
merous doctors’ visits and the medical testing 
required to get listed with transplant centers.

	 Sam is a young man. He turned 54 in September. 
He was raised in Dover, Pa. and graduated from Do-
ver Area High School in 1988 and joined the Navy 
the same year. He was trained as a Hospital Corps-
man and was stationed at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
in Bethesda, Md. During the Gulf War Sam was sta-
tioned at Naval Hospital Roosevelt Roads, Puerto 
Rico, as an emergency room corpsman. After his 
active duty service he joined the Navy reserves for 
four years stationed out of Bethesda Naval Hospital.
	 Ironically, that’s where he now is getting a lot of 
his treatment.
	 After a variety of jobs Sam moved to Ocean City 
in 2016, working here until he was appointed Post 
Steward in January of 2018 until he left us in No-
vember 2022. Sam is proud of his military service 
and his affiliation with the Post 166 and thankful to 
all the friends he has made here. As he said when 
told there would be an article in the Synepuxent 
Post about his condition: “Can you also let everyone 
know that I appreciate all the inquiries, love and 
support that many people have shown me. Please 
thank the Sons, Riders, Auxiliary and Legionaries 
for their generous donations.”
	 As stated above, the Post 166 Family is a Giving 
Machine. Let’s go family, let us also give to help one 
of our own.

Our Friend and Former Steward Diagnosed with Serious Illness

Sam at Bethesda National Medical Center, former Bethesda Na-
val Hospital, his first duty station, where he is being treated. He 
had not been back there since 1991

Sam and Beth Ogden, his long-time best friend from his home-
town of York, Pa. She is his support person, attends all transplant 
meetings with him and will be by his side throughout his recovery 
after surgery. 
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Annual Tree Trimming is a Special Event

Once a year the Post comes together for a special tradition. As Commander Tom 
Wengert said, “one that not only brings joy and warmth to us but also pays hom-
age to the brave men and women who serve our nation. Today, we gather to trim 
a Christmas tree with military decorations, as symbols of gratitude, honor, and 
the indomitable spirit of those who stand in service to our country.” Here are the 
women and men of the Post who helped hang the ornaments this year.

Emcee Commander Wengert

Ray Kudobeck Bo Spicer

Lisa and Bruce Capecci

Joe Verdura

Rob and Wendy Milewski Dottie and Ed Pinto

Joann Wengert

Chief Daniel Vincent, from 
Coast Guard Station OC

George Pickrell

Marti Marron

Dave Kline

Tina Preziotti
Debbie Sautter
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Auxiliary’s WCDC Christmas Party Brings Joy and Laughter

The Auxiliary again this year hosted clients and staff of the Worcester County Development Center at a 
special Christmas Party. Here are a few photos from another great Auxiliary event

Peaches in the holiday spirit 
working the WCDC Party WCDC members with Santa

ALA’s Emily Nock and Santa (Dave Kline)

A special guest for Santa
Santa told us this was too much. He’s not 
coming back next year. Thanks, Tom.

Emily Nock, DJ Mikey, and Assistant 
Steward John with Santa

Your Auxiliary hosts for the party
The hall was filled
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Legion and Community Turn Out
to Pack Operation We Care Boxes

Every year the Post Family and Friends get together with 
Operation We Care and pack goodie boxes for Christmas
to be sent to our troops away from home. Here’s how it 
went this year.

Marie Gilmore with Jeff and Diane 
Merrit, the founders of Operation 
We Care

Students from Stephen Decatur HS

Auxiliary member Sharon Hilty (L) and a 
volunteer from Operation We Care are 
shown putting handmade Christmas 
cards into boxes for the troops

Auxiliary packers (L-R) Bonnie Strawbridge, Marti 
Marron, Lisa Capecci

The Auxiliary packaging team
Finished packages carried by (L-R) Delaney 
and Addison McDaniel, and Saylor Amos 

Auxiliary Juniors


