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What Do Normalized Israel-UAE Relations Mean for the Region?

The “Abraham Accords” shift the regional landscape and offer new questions about paths ahead
for Israeli-Palestinian and Arab-Israeli peace
On August 13, the governments of Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) announced that
they had agreed to the full normalization of relations, in exchange for Israel suspending
announced plans to annex large areas of the Palestinian territories. Dubbed the “Abraham
Accords,” this agreement between Israel and the UAE—if fully implemented—would be the first
Arab-Israeli reconciliation of its kind since the 1994 Israeli-Jordanian peace treaty, and stands to
prevent, at least temporarily, Israeli-Palestinian and even broader regional deterioration that
could have ensued in the wake of Israeli unilateral annexation. USIP’s Robert Barron looks at
how the agreement came to fruition, what the United States’ role was, and what this means for
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process and Israel’s relations with the Arab world at large.

Click Here To Read More

Islam’s reformation: an Arab-Israeli alliance is taking shape in the Middle
East

(The Spectator) When Benjamin Netanyahu visited Oman in 2018 in a gesture of goodwill to
Israel’s neighbors, the welcome was not universal. For an
Israeli Prime Minister to be warmly greeted in a proud
New maps of the Muslim mind Arab state was, for some, far too much. The Omani
are being drawn and old foreign minister, Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah, was
asked on Al Jazeera why the visit had been allowed. The
hatreds are on the run.
reply went viral: ‘Why not? Is it forbidden to us? Israel is
a nation among the nations of the Middle East. We should embark on a new journey for the future.’
A new narrative is emerging in the Middle East. New maps of the Muslim mind are being drawn
and old hatreds are on the run. The anti-Semitic craze to destroy Israel was powerful in the 1960s,
uniting Egypt’s President Nasser with his fellow Arabs. But now, Sunni Arab neighbours are
changing course. Islamist leaders are losing their appeal — at a time when Iran, with its brand of
theological fascism, poses a threat to Israel and the Arab world alike.
Polls show that the percentage of Arabs expressing trust in Islamist parties has fallen by well over
a third since the uprisings of 2011. Three-quarters of Iraqis say they do not trust Islamist parties at
all, and the number of young people who say they’re ‘not religious’ is also on the rise. This
generation wants Arab leaders to increase economic prosperity and minimize political conflicts.
And to build alliances, including with Israel.
This has been the ‘Year of Tolerance’ in the United Arab Emirates. In February, an open-air mass
for 170,000 Catholics was celebrated by Pope Francis, the first pontiff to visit the Arabian
Peninsula. To commemorate the Pope’s visit, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Mohammed bin
Zayed, announced the construction in the UAE capital of the Abrahamic Family House: a
synagogue, a church and a mosque within a single complex, a hub for highlighting history and a
symbol of hope for a new future of co-existence.
Click Here To Read More

Saudi Arabia’s Prince Bandar bin Sultan calls out Palestinian leaders over
Abraham Accords peace deal

(Al Arabiya) Saudi Arabia’s former ambassador to the US Prince Bandar bin Sultan has called
out the Palestinian leadership for its rejection of the UAE-Israel peace deal. “This low level of
discourse is not what we expect from officials who seek to gain global support for their cause.
Their transgression against the Gulf states' leadership with this reprehensible discourse is entirely
unacceptable,” said Prince Bandar in an exclusive interview with Al Arabiya.
Prince Bandar, who served as Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to the US from 1983 to 2005 and the
Kingdom’s intelligence chief from 2014 to 2016, said the criticism of the UAE and other Gulf
countries following the deal with Israel had been “painful to hear.”
Palestinian leaders including President Mahmoud Abbas have described the UAE’s decision
to normalize ties with Israel as a “stab in the back of the Palestinian people.” Abbas later
backtracked and banned offensive statements about other Arab leaders, following a request from
GCC Secretary-General Nayef al-Hajraf to apologize.
According to Prince Bandar, the reaction of Hamas in Gaza and the Palestinian Authority (PA) in
the West Bank reflected their broader failures. “Gaza Strip leaders, who have seceded from the PA
to govern Gaza independently, accuse the West Bank leadership of treason, while at the same time,
West Bank leadership has accused separatist Gaza Strip leaders of stabbing them in the back,” he
said.
“Efforts in the past years would have been better spent on the Palestinian cause, peace initiatives,
and protecting the rights of the Palestinian people to reach a point where this just, albeit robbed,
cause can finally see the light, and when I say robbed, I mean both by Israel and Palestinian leaders
equally,” Prince Bandar added.
Bahrain followed the UAE and agreed to normalize relations with Israel on September 15, and
both countries have said they remain committed to a just solution for Palestinians.
Click Here To Read More and watch the interview with Prince Bander

Rep. Schneider introduces bipartisan legislation to ensure Israel’s military
edge
(Jewish News Syndicate) Rep. Brad Schneider (D-Ill.) introduced bipartisan legislation
(H.R.8494) last week to ensure Israel’s qualitative military edge (QME) amid the Trump
administration seeking to offer F-35 jets to the United Arab Emirates. The sale of the fighter jets
comes in the aftermath of Abu Dhabi normalizing ties with the Jewish state.
Introduced on Oct. 1, the bill stresses the requirement for congressional consultation on arms sales
to the Middle East that could impact Israel’s QME. It would also require the president to consult
with the Israeli government to ensure that concerns are settled and to submit a determination to
Congress on the QME impact of a given sale within 60 days of its formal notification.
Although it is already U.S. law that Israel retain a QME in the Middle East, Congress—and not
Israel—decides whether arms sales to the region meet QME standards.
“Since the Lyndon Johnson administration, maintaining Israel’s QME has been a bedrock of
Israel’s security strategy and American foreign policy, and has been codified in law for well over
a decade,” said Schneider in a statement. “Israel is our single most important ally in the Middle
East, and Congress will not let any president undermine her security with unapproved weapons
sales. This bill strengthens that commitment and reminds the administration of its obligations
under the law.”
“The recent negotiations and signing of the Abraham Accords between Israel, the United Arab
Emirates and the Kingdom of Bahrain is a historic step towards a lasting peace in the Middle East,
a region that has seen constant conflict for generations. For decades, Israel has been a key strategic
ally and friend of the United States, and it is crucial that we do everything we can to support our
allies,” said Fitzpatrick. “Despite the incredible steps towards peace that have been made, there
are still plenty of entities that wish to harm Israel. This is why it is so important that we support
Israel and help to preserve its Qualitative Military Edge (QME), to ensure the safety of the Israeli
people and maintain stability in the region.”
Bill text and more information on H.R.8494 is available here.
Read the Rest Here

Esper Outlines New Navy, But Big Questions Remain
(Breaking Defense) Defense Secretary Mark Esper offered details today of his eagerly anticipated
plan to reshape the Navy, offering a vision that includes backing away from supercarriers, adding
submarines, and calling for a massive shift to smaller, faster, and unmanned ships.

The secretary called for a fleet of more than 500 ships by 2045 — promising 355 of those by 2035
— a building boom that would require Congress to pump more money into the service’s
shipbuilding account, while potentially scuttling current hulls to make way,
The broad outlines of his “Battle Force 2045” plan were delivered without a price tag, and will
have to survive a presidential election, a potential power shift in the Senate, and the desires of
Capitol Hill, which pays close attention to jobs at shipyards. The plan, which will be briefed in
coming weeks by Navy officials, comes after eight months of study and war gaming at the highest
levels of the Pentagon to rethink the fleet’s size and shape.

The biggest suggested changes would occur within both the Navy’s most expensive, and
potentially least expensive, programs. Esper said the service would likely float somewhere
between 8 to 11 nuclear powered carriers, with up to six light carriers similar to the America-class
amphibious ships, joining them.
The 11 carrier fleet is a matter of law, and would require an act of Congress to allow the Navy to
downshift, a move likely to be opposed by the shipbuilding industry and some powerful members
of Congress.
Conversely, Esper called for new classes of unmanned ships that could comprise almost half of
the entire fleet, or somewhere between 140 and 240 yet to be designed ships.
The unmanned ships will have “the potential to perform a wide range of missions from resupply
and surveillance, to minelaying and missile strikes,” Esper said. “They will add significant
offensive and defensive capabilities typically at an affordable cost in terms of both sailors and
dollars.”
A key recommendation is to build a larger and more deadly attack submarine fleet of as many as
80 SSNs. “If we do nothing else, the Navy must begin building three Virginia-class submarines a
year as soon as possible,” Esper said.
Click Here To Read More

POW/MIA Update
This week, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency released the following announcements.
Click on the links to read more:
September 30, 2020: USS Oklahoma Sailor Accounted For From World War II (Tushla, L.)
September 30, 2020: USS Oklahoma Sailor Accounted For From World War II (Mulick, J.)
October 1, 2020: Soldier Accounted For From Korean War (Agard, R.)
October 2, 2020: Marine Accounted For From Korean War (Ellis, H.)
October 2, 2020: USS Oklahoma Marine Accounted For From World War II (Drefahl, E.)
October 2, 2020: Marine Accounted For From World War II (Cruz, J.)

Legislative Issue Tracker

Below is legislation the National Security Division is tracking in Congress. New bills are
highlighted in yellow. Click on the bill numbers to see more information about the bills.
Bill #
H.R.8494
S. Res. 510/H.
Res. 910
H. RES. 1012
H.R. 3508/ S.1634
H.R.367
S.2297
H.R. 4710
H.R. 303
H.R. 4890
H.R. 5151
S.2794
H.R.6395
S. 3393
S. 1041
S. 3732
S 1218/HR 2249
H.R.4807
H.Con,Res 10
S. 3258

Short Title

To reaffirm the critical role of congressional consultation and to require appropriate
deliberation to assess the effects of the sale or export of major defense equipment to
countries in the Middle East on the qualitative military edge of Israel
A resolution commending the people of Taiwan on holding free and fair democratic
presidential and legislative elections, and congratulating Madame Tsai Ing-wen on her
re-election to the presidency of Taiwan
Recognizing the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War
South China Sea Sanctions
Pay Our Coast Guard Parity Act of 2019
Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2019
The bipartisan Pharmaceutical Independence Long-Term Readiness Reform Act
Retired Pay Restoration Act
The Veteran Deportation Prevention and Reform Act
Honoring the Oath Act
Bring Our Heroes Home Act
FY 2021 National Defense Authorization Act
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for concurrent receipt of
veterans' disability compensation and retired pay for disability retirees with fewer
than 20 years of service and a combat-related disability, and for other purposes.
Veterans Visa and Protection Act of 2019
A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to further protect officers and employees
of the United States, and for other purposes
World War I Valor Medals Review Act
Cold War Service Medal Act
Authorizing the use of the rotunda of the Capitol to honor the last surviving Medal of
Honor recipient of the Second World War upon death.
SHIPS Implementation Act

H.R.3233

National Defense Strategy Implementation Act

Click on the link below to open an Excel spreadsheet to see the full legislative tracker:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KgPaIfx04RA13m20qLDh5br8dyxiupVX5Dc5ByZteRQ/ed
it?usp=sharing

Staff Activity:
• National Security Staff continue preparations for the upcoming Fall NEC meetings to
be held virtually next week, October 14-15, 2020.
• Staff continues work on updates to the National Security Division’s Standard Operating
Procedures for the various activities and responsibilities in its jurisdiction.
• On 7 October, PNC David Rehbein, National Security Chairman Steven Brennan, and
National Security Staff participated in a virtual desk briefing with State Department
experts. The briefers were Jonas Wechsler, Director, Office of Israel and Palestinian
Affairs and Evyenia Sidereas, Director for Arabian Peninsula Affairs. The recently
signed Abraham Accords between Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain were
the topics of discussion. The signing of the accords may prove to be an important
development and is considered to be a step forward in promoting peace and normalizing
the region. It provides a great beginning for the National Security Foreign Relations
portfolio to build resolutions on the accords, as well as, on diplomatic, humanitarian,
and economic development activities in the Middle East and the broader region. The
possibility of a future National Commander’s overseas trip to Israel and the region was
also discussed. Given current travel restrictions related to COVID-19, a virtual
engagement strategy is being considered.
Rhonda Powell, Director, National Security Division

